MEDICINE.
Mode of Infection in Diphtheria.?Dr. Sevestre believes that though diphtheria can be transmitted by the atmosphere, yet contagion is most frequently carried from the infected to the healthy person by means of some intermediate object. He gives two instances in which this mode of infection clearly appeared to have taken place : In the first, a patient suffering from typhoid fever was visited by his sister, a nurse in the diphtheria wards in the Hospital Trousseau ; she left with him a shawl that she was in the habit of wearing in the wards, and some days afterwards he was taken with diphtheria.
The second instance was that of a young girl, whose mother had died of diphtheria two years before: there was no possibility of her having been in contact with a case of diphtheria since then, and she lived under good sanitary conditions. Various things that the mother had used during her last illness were locked up in a chest. Some days before she herself contracted diphtheria, the child had been pulling over these things, which had been undisturbed for two 
